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CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURE, 


Clinical Lecture on Sciatica.—By Henry 
Wu. Fuucer, M.D. Canras., Physician to 
St.. George’s Hospital. 

Gentiemen : In the whole range of our 
medical vocabulary there are no two terms 
which are applied more loosely, or made 
to. embrace so many different maladies, as 
those of ‘ rheumatism’’ and ‘‘sciatica.’’ In. 
a former lecture I showed. you how various 
ate the forms of disease usually compre- 
hended under the title of rheumatism, and $ 
how. opposite the treatment required in the 
different varieties : to-day I propose to bring 
under your uotice some. cases which have 
occurred in the wards of the hospital: in il- 
lustration of severalof the varieties of dis- 
ease which are often classed, under the title 
of sciatica. You will thus be reminded by 
actual examples how necessary it is to de- 
termine the precise nature of the malady 
you have to encounter before you decide 





upon plan of treatment, and how fruitless 
in- many cases must be your efforts to afford 
relief if you regard all pain down the course 
of ‘the sciatic nerve as evidence of the ex- 
istence of true sciatica, or, in other words, 
of pain consequent on irritation of the scia- 
tie nerve unconnected with general derange- 
ment or with local mischief elsewhere. 
The first case which I will' take as a text 
for my remarks is that of W. G——, a por- 
terjaged fifty-one, who was admitted into 
Fuller ward on the 5th’ of May. ‘Two 
weeks previous to his*admission into the 
}hospital the man had been attacked with 
wandering pains in various patts of the body, 
and,especially with acute pain down the 
course’of the sciatic nerve in both legs. 
The pain extended from the hip to the 
ankle;:was most severe when he was hot 
in beds and was felt almost as acutely when 
he wae perfectly still as when he made an 
attempt to move. Embrocations and vari- 
ous internal remedies had been employed 
without any relief to his sufferings. On 
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admission, his complexion was pale and sal- 
low; the skin was cool; the pulse 76, of 
good strength, and regular; the urine high- 
coloured and loaded with lithates; the 
tongue much furred; and the bowels were 
regular. Scarcely any part of his body was 
quite free from pain, but his principal com- 
plaint was of acute pain in the course of 
both sciatic nerves, accompanied by starting 
of the limbs. From the commencement of 
his attack he had experienced fugitive pains 
in the joints, but there had not been articu- 
lar redness or swelling. 

Here, then, was a case of sciatica con- 
nected with the existenceof a rheumatic 
diathesis. This history of the attack and 
every symptom observed during its progress 
pointed to this conclusion. There were 
wandering painsin the limbs and occasional 
pains in many of the joints; there was fur- 
ring of the tongue, and there was loading of 
the urine. The pain in the sciatic nerve 
was not confined to one side of the body, 
as it is when the pain is referable to renal 
irritation, or to any local cause of mischief, 
but it existed equally on both sides and ex- 
tended down the whole course of the nerve. 
It was evidently due to some cause pervad- 
ing the entire system, producing disturbance 
of the excretions, and occasioning pains in 
various parts of the body. Regarding this 
cause as of rheumatic origin, I decided to 
treat it as an ordinary case of snbacute rheu- 
matism. _ If my view were correct, it would 
be useless to employ blisters, fomentations, 
or embrocations down the course of the af- 
fected nerves, as the source of their irrita- 
tion was not local, but general, and therefore 
to be met by measures directed against the 
morbid state of the blood. Accordingly, I 
limited the patient’s diet to beef-tea, and 
prescribed ten grains of colocynth-and-cal- 
omel pill to be taken immediately ; and an 
ounce and a half of the guaiacum mixture 
every six hours, containing two scruples of 
bicarbonate of potash and six grains of iodide 
of potassium. The result was just what I 
had anticipated. By the 11th the urine had 
become clear and only faintly acid; the 
bowels were acting freely, and the alvine 
dejections were healthy; the tongue had 
nearly cleaned, and the sciatic pains had 
greatly decreased. Fish, therefore, was or- 
dered for his dinner in addition to the beef. 
tea, and the mixture was continued as be- 
fore. On the 15th, as his progress was 
satisfactory, and his tongue was clean, and 





the urine continued clear, he was allowed 
the ordinary meat diet of the hospital, and 
on the 18th he returned home quite free 
from pain. 

Let me contrast with this case that of 
S. C——, aged fifty, who was admitted in- 
to the Crayle ward on the 4th of April. 
This woman had not felt well since the 
cessation of her monthly periods twelve 
months previously, and for about a month 
before her admission she had suffered from 
sciatica of the left side, extending from the 
hip down to the ankle, The pain was felt 
sometimes in the iliac region and down the 
front of the thigh and leg, as well as in the 
hip and down the back of the limb, but it 
was more constant behind than in front. It 
wae not materially aggravated by exercise, 
was always worse at night, and was 80 
acute as to prevent hersleeping. The want 
of rest and long-continued suffering had 
rendered her weak and nervous. She had 
undergone a variety of treatment without 
relief. On admission she had a worn look, 
but her general aspect was healthy; her 
skin was warm and moist; the pulse 120, 
weak ; the urine clear and pale; the tongue 
coated and yellow; the appetite good; the 
bowels were reported regular; and the cat- 
amenia had ‘been absent twelve months. 
She suffered much from cold feet. Now 
you will observe that this woman did not 
present symptoms of true rheumatism : her 
aspect was healthy, the pain stationary, the 
urine clear and pale ; and the only trace of 
disordered secretion was afforded by the 
coating of the tongue, which disappeared as 
soon as the bowels had been unloaded by 
means of ten grains of colocynth-and-calo- 
mel pill. But there was abundant evidence 
of disturbance of the nervous system, and 
of that irregularity of the circulation which 
is often observed coincidently with it; and 
it was more than probable that the derange- 
ment of her system had originated in the 
sudden cessation of the monthly discharge. 
Be this as it may, it was obviously useless 
to treat the case as one of rheumatism; the 
symptoms pointed rather to the necessity 
for tonics to uphold the patient’s strength, 
and for medicines addressed to the relief of 
nervous irritability. Accordingly, I prescrib- 
ed the. cinchona draught, with the addition 
of five grains of quinine, ten minims of di- 
lute sulphuric acid, and six minims of tinc- 
ture of aconite, to be taken three times a 
day ; and ordered a generous diet and a pint 
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of porter daily. The result was even more } 
satisfactory than I had anticipated. The’ 
pain subsided in a few days, and she left the ; 
hospital in a fortnight quite free from scia- 
tica. 
A similar case was under your observa- ’ 
tion some time since in Queen’s ward, in 
the person of G. K——, a married woman, 
aged fifty-eight, who was admitted on the 
5th of May. She had suffered for four 
months from pain, sometimes in the back, 
but more frequently in the front of the left 
thigh and leg, extending from the hip down 
to the foot. The pain was not materially 
aggravated by motion, but was decidedly 
worse at night. She was a stout person, of 
lax fibre, and for some time had complained 
of debility. Her complexion was healthy ; 
her skin warm, not hot; the tongue clean ; 
the urine clear and pale; the pulse 108, 
weak; her appetite good. The bowels 
were costive, and the catamenia had been 
absent since she had attained the age of 
thirty-eight. She had never suffered from 
gout or rheumatism, and had not experi- 
enced pain in any part of the body except 
the left thigh and leg. Having regard to 
the general appearance and history of the 
patient, and to the absence of all symptoms 
of true rheumatism and of any local cause 
irritation, I was led to regard the case as 
one of those to which, for lack of a better 
term, we apply the title “neuralgic.’” In 
some of these cases quinine or bark and 
aconite prove extremely serviceable; in 
others which are characterized by pallor 
and nervous exhaustion, rather than by 
mere irritability of the nervous system, 
the use of iron is markedly beneficial ; 
whilst a third class of cases, in which the 
general health appears tolerably good, and 
irritability of the nervous system is the 
more prominent feature, sedatives, whether 
given internally or applied externally, or 
injected directly into the cellular tissue of 
the affected limb, appear to be more com- 
monly productive of relief. In the instance 
before us, the principal indications for treat- 
ment were the costive state of the patient’s 
bowels and the general debility. Accord- 
ingly I gave her the ordinary meat diet of 
the hospital, with a pint of porter daily; 
administered a large turpentine enema, } 
with the view of making sure of a thorough} 
emptying of the lower bowel; and pre- 
scribed the cinchona draught every six 
hours, with the addition of six minims of 
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tincture of aconite. By the 11th the 
pain had much diminished ; by the 15th it 
had entirely ceased ; and on the 19:h she 
left the hospital, the only other remedies 
which had been prescribed being an occa- 
sional pill to regulate the action of the 
bowels. 

The case of J. M——, who was admitted 
into the Hope ward, on the 16th of October, 
is a good example of the relief afforded by 
the injection of morphia into the cellular 
tissue. This man, a stableman by occupa- 
tion, had suffered from sciatica of the right 
side above three months, and had under- 
gone treatment without relief. He described 
the pain as just as severe when he was 
motionless as when he attempted to move, 
He bad never had rheumatism or gout, and 
could not account for the accession of the 
symptoms. On admission his aspect was 
healthy, the skin natural, tongue clean, 
urine pale and clear, pulse 96 and of fair 
strength, and the bowels were reported 
regular. His appetite was good. A more 
complete description of a normal condition 
of the body can scarcely be imagined. No 
evidence of a gouty habit was to be detected 
here; no history of rheumatism could be 
elicited. There was no mischief about 
the hip; no renal irritation ; no loading of 
the bowels; no obvious cause of local 
irritation. What, then, was to be done for 
the man’s relief? Were there no indica- 
tions for treatment? Assuredly there was 
oné, in itself important, and which, in the 
absence of any contraindication, was neces- 
sarily paramount. The man had suffered 
severely from pain for the-space of three 
months, and that pain had to be relieved. 
In short sedatives were called for; and the 
qliestion to be decided was as to the form 
in which they should be administered. I 
began by ordering fifteen grains of Dover’s 
powder each night, and a powder containing 
half a drachm of guaiacum and the same 
quantity of sulphur twice a day, with a 
view to regulate the action of the bowels. 
At the same time, the patient was permitted 
to have the ordinary meat diet of the hos- 
pital, and a pint of porter daily. He con- 
tinued this course until the 22d, when the 
pain was undiminished, and it became 
obvious that if any good was to be effected 
by sedatives they must be employed in 
larger quantity, and applied locally. In 
many of these instances you have seen me 
use, with great success, a lotion composed 
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of two drachms of the extract of bella- 
donna, three ounces of laudanum, three 
ounces of glycerine, and two ounces of 
water. The painful limb is encased in 
linen steeped in this lotion, and covered 
with oiled silk or gutta-percha. A con- 
tinual fomentation is thus kept up, the skin 
readily absorbs the liquid in contact with it, 
and the glycerine renders it unnecessary to 
renew the application above once in twenty- 
four hours. But in the case of J. M——, 
the indications for the use of a sedative 
were so decided that I determined to apply 
it by means of subcutaneous injection. Its 
action when thus administered is more 
immediate and more certain; so much 
so, that if it is capable of affording relief, 
its curative effect is often displayed in the 
course of a few hours—a circumstance 
gratifying no less to the patient than 
to his medical attendant. Accordingly, I 
omitted the medicines which the patient 
had been taking, and ordered half a 
grain of morphia to be injected at bed- 
time into the cellular tissue of the left leg. 
This was readily accomplished by means 
of a small glass syringe fitted with a 
fine perforated needle. The effect was im- 
mediate. The pain ceased, the patient 
went to sleep, and on the following day 
awoke quite well. To make sure that the 
pain was thoroughly subdued—not merely 
lulled—we kept him in the hogpital until 
the 31st, when, as he stifl remained per- 
fectly well, he was permitted to return 
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exigencies of the case. In sciatica refera- 
ble to local mischief or, to gout, rheuma- 
tism, or other distempered conditions. of 
the blood, the use of morphia or other 
sedatives can only be palliative, not curas 
tive. In such cases the cause of irritation 
must be got rid. of by appropriate re- 
medies before the effect: of morphia in 
checking the continuance of the nervous 
irritation will be manifested. But when 
the disease consists essentially of irrita- 
tion of the nerve, and is independent 
of local disease and of general systemic 
derangement, the result of the administra- 
tion of gedatives is most satisfactory. You 
may fairly ask me how you are to diagnose 
the cases to which I refer. The question ia 
more easily asked than answered. In truth, 
the diagnosis of these cases is most difficult, 
and is only to be effected by a careful con- 
sideration of the patient’s history and of 
the symptoms which are absent as well as 
of those that are present. By acarefully con- 
ducted system of exclusion it is often possi- 
ble to arrive pretty nearly at a correct result. 
If there. is no history either of gout or 
rheumatism, and no loading of the urine-as 
if a rheumatic or gouty influence were at 
work in the system ; if the patient has not 
recently suffered from syphilis or gonor- 
rhea, so that the. pain is probably not 
induced by the agency of those morbid 
influences; if the tongue is clean and the 
bowels are regular, so that there is no reason 
to suspect any loading of the bowels, or the 
existence of conditions. in the prime vie 


The result in this cage was 80 immediate ; exciting sympathetic irritation; if there is 


and so striking, that you may perhaps be 
inclined to regard it ag exceptional. In 
some respects it was so. Rarely does one. 
subcutaneous injection of morphia_ so 
thoroughly subdue the pain as to render a 
second and third injection unnecessary ; but 
when this method of employing sedatives 
is had recourse to in appropriate cases, its 
beneficial effects are. strikingly. displayed 
within a very,short time. Oftentimes. the 
few hours succeeding the injection are the 
first hours of sleep which the patient has 
enjoyed for some weeks; and although a 
second, a third, or even a fourth injection 
may be added to complete the cure, each 
succeeding operation exerts a distinctly 
curative action, and leaves less of pain to 
be got rid of. In this, however, asin other 
instances, the successful issue of. the treat- 





ment depends upon its adaptation to the 


an absence of symptoms of renal irritation, 
hip disease, and of local, organic disease of 
the nerve ; and if at the same time the pa- 
tient is al and has been subjected 
to overwork or to other cause of nervous 
exhaustion—the probability is that the 
sciatic pain will prove to be a true neuralgia, 
and will disappear under the influence of 
quinine and opium, Some clue to this fact 
may be derived from the character of the 
pain, though at the best this forms an 
uncertain indication. Cases of sciatica, if 
viewed solely. in relation tothe character of 
the pain, may be divided roughly into three 
classes: in the first there is no pain when 
the patient is at rest, but pain ensues when 
he attempts to move; in the second there is 
pain atall times, but its severity is increased 
on motion; in the third there is also pain at 
all times, and the pain is greatly aggravated 
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in paroxysms which usually occur towards 
night, but. it is not increased on motion. 
The neuralgic cases in which sedatives are 
of service belong to one of the last two 
classes—usually to the last; and although 
I do not promise that you will be successful 
in affording immediate relief to all on whom 
you make the attempt, I do not hesitate to 
assure you that if you will restrict the use 
of sedatives—whether administered by the 
mouth, by external application, or by the 
subcutaneous injection—to cases in which 
the pain is more or less constant, aggravated 
in paroxysms, and not materially increased 
on motion, and will previously take the trou- 
ble to. assure yourselves of the absence of 
any local or humoral cause of sciatica, you 
willrarely fail to find sedatives serviceable in 
the subjugation of what would otherwise 
prove an obstinate intractable pain. Blisters, 
issues, and other local irritants, and deriva- 
tives, which are often employed in these 
cases under the mistaken idea of the pain 
being referable to local inflammation, are 
useless—nay, positively mischievous. They 
irritate and exhaust the patient, and depress 
him mentally as well as physically. I have 
often been called, in private practice, to 
patients who for many weeks have been 
subjected to a succession of these torturing 
applications without the slightest relief, and 
in whom the free use of opium and a few 
full doses of quinine have at once subdued 
the patients’ sufferings. In a modified 
degree you have often witnessed the same 
fact in patients under my care in the wards 
of this hospital.—Zancet, April 16, 1864, 
(To be continued.) 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Cases of Gastralgia and Irritable Sto- 
machs cured by the purified Oxide of Man- 
ganese.—TFrom the perusal of Dr. Leared’s 
observations on manganese as a remedy in 
disease, of the stomach (see American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, April, 
1864, p. 519), Dr. Gopparp Rogers was 
led to make a trial of this drug in cases of 
obstinate dyspepsia. Two of the patients 
in the following cases suffered from gastral- 
gia; one from uterine derangement and 
sympathetic irritation of the stomach ; and 
in the fourth, the discomfort after meals 
was probably caused by exalted sensibility 
of the mucous membrane in the manner 
described by Dr. Leared. 
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M. S——, aged twenty-nine; a florid- 
looking married woman, had been under 
treatment for severe pain at the scrobiculus 
cordis, with occasional vomiting, since the 
latter part of November, 1863. Various 
remedies had been tried, none of them af- 
fording more than temporary relief. Dr, 
Rogers prescribed for the patient oxide of 
manganese in doses of ten grains three 
times a day. 

Jan. 12. There was some difficulty in 
persuading her to persevere with the medi- 
cine, as she complained of its extreme 
*¢ grittiness.”? 

15th. Has had no vomiting; less pain. 
To leave off eating supper, but before bed- 
time to take a dose of the mixture. 

19th, No. pain after meals yesterday ; 
bowels costive. To take a senna draught 
immediately. 

29th. Has not felt so ‘‘ light and cheer- 
ful’’ for months, and is full of profuse ex- 
pressions of gratitude. No nausea after 
taking the medicine. 

Feb. 9. Discharged cured, but recom- 
mended to continue the mixture once a day 
for another week. 

J. C——, aged thirty-four, employed in 
the main-drainage works. Had symptoms 
very similar to the above, for which he 
had been treated early last autumn at the 
hospital, but soon discontinued his attend- 
ance. He came again on Jan. 19th, and 
attributed all his ‘‘ queer pain” to the beer 
he drank, but could not make up his mind 
to forego his favourite luxury. The man- 
ganese was given in doses of ten and fifteen 
grains three times a day, the diet not being 
altered in the least. On the 9th of Febru- 
ary he was discharged well, having taken 
altogether sixty-two doses of the manga- 
nese. 

H. D——, aged twenty, a young woman 
of nervous temperament. Suffers from leu- 
corrheea, and a few months since was in 
the hospital under the care of Mr. Bird, 
who removed a vascular excrescence from 
the urethra. In addition to leucorrhea, 
she complains of hypogastric pains, disrelish 
for food, and considerable thirst. There is 
constant pain at the epigastrium, and occa- 
sionally rejection of the food immediately 
after it is swallowed. Dr. Rogers contem- 
plated giving the oxide of silver, but the 
manganese has already done so much to 
relieve the gastric irritability that it is hoped 
a persistence in its use will effect a cure. 

= 
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The fourth case is that of A. G——, aged 
twenty-four, a laundress, who had constant 
heartburn and great discomfort after every 
meal, most likely attributable, as before 
stated, to unduly exalted sensibility of the 
mucuus lining of the stomach, arising either 
from an irritable condition of the’ nervous 
filaments, or from excessive’ secretion of 
gastric juice, accompanied by increased 
vascularity. This patient was also troubled 
with shifting rheumatic pains. The uterine 
functions were regular; the bowels rather 
costive; tongue dirty. Bismuth gave no 
relief, and the mineral acids and bitter 
tonics were tried, but with no good effect. 
At times she was compelled to leave off 
work for a week together. Hydrocyanic 
acid and soda palliated the symptoms, but 
she was soon as bad as ever.” On'the 15th 
of January she commenced taking the 
oxide of manganese in ten-grain doses three 
times a day, and steadily continued it up to 
the 9th of February, when she etated that 
she was free from all uneasiness, and was 
about to take a new situation. 

These four cases, which are not picked 
ones, but such as come before the hospital 
physician every time he attends in the out- 
patient rooms, are intended further to illus- 
trate the effects of a valuable agent which 
Dr. Leared has already so successfully em- 
ployed in the treatment of certain forms of 
dyspepsia. . Its comparative cheapness is, 
as Dr. Leared says, a great recommendation 
for hospital practice. Independently of this, 
however, there is a strong probability that 
Dr. Leared is correct in affirming its supe- 
riority to bismuth in many cases of gastral- 


gia. 

At the West London Hospital the purified 
oxide of manganese is procured as originally 
recommended from Messrs. Garden and 
Robbins, of Oxford Street. It has not yet 
been exhibited in the form of powder, but 
as a draught; the compound tragacanth 
powder being used to suspend the manga- 
nese. It may be as well to mention: that 
Dr. Neligan has recommended the sulphate 
of manganese in dyspeptic affections and 
bilious disorders, not with a view of sheath- 
ing the mucous surface denuded of its 
epithelium, which is Dr. Leared’s aim, but 
of promoting increased. biliary secretion.— 
Lancet, March 5, 1864. 


Hypertrophy and Prolapsus of Tongue 
ina Child, producing deformity in the Lower 


* 


Jaw; Removal with the Ecraseur.—On 
the 20th Feb., a girl about three years of 
age was brought into the operating theatre 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital with hyper- 
trophy and prolapsus of the tongue, which 
commenced when she was some six 
months old. It now protruded nearly two 
inches, and hung downwards, completely 
filling the circle of the lips; ite end was 
dry, and excoriated with hardened epithe- 
lium, a sort of crust having formed of the 
size of a shilling; several. of ‘the papille 
also were ‘enlarged, and in places gave to 
the tongue a warty or granular appearance. 
The lower jaw had’ already begun to be 
deformed, and expanded downwards and 
outwards; the teeth were gradually sepa- 
rating from one another in the mental por- 
tion of the jaw; and there was dripping of 
saliva. An examination of the tongue by 
Mr. Paget showed that the organ was truly 
hypertrophied, andthe part not prolapsed 
completely filled the cavity of the mouth. 

Chloroform was carefully given to the 
child, and the chain of an écraseur was 
passed around the tongue within the mouth, 
the jaws being kept open by a metal gag. 
The chain was slowly drawn home, and the 
prolapsed and ‘hypertrophied ‘portion was 
detached with little or no bleeding. 

On examination of the piece removed, 
its structure was found to be similar to that 
of the natural organ both in texture and 
colour: it was simply a redundancy of 
growth, from hypertrophy. 

The subsequent progress of the case has 
been most satisfactory, and a good recovery 
has taken place.—Zancet, April 16, 1864. 

Ovariotomy for Malignant Tumour, sup- 
posed tobe Ovarian.—Dr. W. Trier SmiTu 
communicated the following case, among 
others, to the Obstetrical Society of Lon- 
don, which is intéresting as’ showing that 
one so experienced as Dr. S. may be mis- 
taken in the diagnosis of ovarian tumours. 

Patient 43 years of age; had had thirteen 
children; youngest fifteen months old. 
Had gradually increased in size since birth 
of child.’ Measured forty-eight inches 
round. No unusual pain. Pulse good; 
not much emaciated; complexion not like 
that seen in malignant disease ; considerable 
cedema of abdominal walls. A tumour, 
believed to be ovarian, felt through ascitic 





; fluid on the left side. Incision being made, 
| tumour was found firmly adherent to 
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abdominal walls. It was removed, as also 
the ascitic fluid. Other tumours of malig- 
nant character then found connected with 
intestines. and other structures. Patient 
never rallied. Death four hours afierwards. 
Numerous cancerous tumours found in 
omentum, etc. Ovaries diseased, but 
small.— Med. Times and Gaz., April 16, 
1864. 
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Naval Staff Rank. —We have received a 
well written pamphlet on this subject, “‘ by 
a naval staff officer,’’ which has been pre- 
pared in answer to a memorial sent to the 
Secretary of the Navy by some few line 
officers, who most injudiciously and unjustly 
have attempted to reopen the discussion as 
to the principle of relative rank between 
line and staff officers which sofygitated the 
service some years since. 

The leading medical journals of Great 
Britain are filled with complaints of the 
suffering of both the naval and military 
services of that country for want of com. 

‘petent medical officers arising from the 
refusal of the government to award to this 
class of officers their proper rank. In our 
own naval service at this moment there is a 
déficiency of medical officers, and under 
these circumstances a more’ inopportune 
or wicked movement could scarcely be 
attempted than to degrade such officers 
from their proper rank, and thus force them 
to retire from the service. Medical men in 
civil life throughout the country will, we 
trust, exert all their influence to uphold the 
rights of their brethren in the navy and 
army to the rank, emoluments, and accom- 
modations to which the importance of their 
services and their claims as educated genile- 
men justly entitle them. 

University of Pennsylvania.—We regret 
to state that Dr. Witiiam Perrer, who 
has for several years filled the chair of Prac- 
tice. of Medicine-in this school with so 
much credit to himself and advantage to 
the institution, has been induced by im- 
paired health to resign his position. 

Influenza in California.—It is stated in 
the San Francisco Medical Press, April, 
1864, that an epidemic catarrh has been 
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universal the past winter on the Pacific 
coast of California. 

Medical Department of the University of 
the Pacific.—At the annual commencement 
on the 18th of March, 1864, the degree of 
M. D. was conferred on 7 candidates. 

Disease on the Panama Steamers.—An 
unusual amount of serious sickness has oc- 
curred lately on the Panama steamers ar- 
riving at this port. The typhoid tendency 
prevails. From the opposition boat ‘‘ Ame- 
rica,”’ a large number of cases were landed, 
and also from the ‘Golden City,”’ more 
recently. Cases of measles passing into 
spotted fever were brought to St. Mary’s 
Hospital from the latter. These ships 
were overcrowded to a criminal extent. 
The passage from New York to Cali- 
fornia is decidedly hazardous, at present, 
under these circumstances.—San Francisco 
Medical Press, April, 1864. 
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Tracheotomy in Croup.—M. GuErsant 
has lately given a statistical account of 
tracheotomy in. croup performed at the 
H6pital des Enfants.. During eleven years, 
783 operations have been recorded ; and of 
these, 191 were successful. In all these 
cases, the double canula has been em- 
ployed, and: the cravate placed over the 
canula. In all the cases, the children had 
been ill several days, and had arrived at the 
stage of continued forced inspiration. In 
private practice since 1834, M. Guersant 
has performed tracheotomy 156 times, and 
has saved 28 children. His first 32 opera- 
tions were unsuccessful, 2 only having sur- 
vived ; but at that time he used the single 
canula, and no cravate. Of the 124 
operated on afterwards, 26° recovered. 
During the past year he has operated on 11 
children, of whom 5 recovered.—Brit. Med. 
Journ., March 19, 1864. 

Collodion with Perchloride of Iron as an 
Hemostatic.—T he perchloride of iron com- 
bined with collodion is a good hemostatic 
in cases of cuts, leech-bites, etc. The 
proportion in which they should be mixed 
is one part of the crystallized perchloride of 
iron to six parts of collodion, Some care 
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is requisite in dissolving: the iron-salt, as 
the heat which is developed during the 
process will produce ebullition of the collo- 
dion, if it be pushed too far.— Brit. Med. 
Journ., Feb, 27, 1864. 


Poisonous Effects of Oidium of Vines.— 
We all know the destruction which the 
otdium has caused among the. vines for 
many years past, and, according to. com- 
munication made by M. Collin. to the 
Academy of Medicine, it may determine in 
man all the symptoms of true poisoning. In 
the three cases which the relates, the per- 
sons while cutting vines affected with otdium 
produced a slight incision of the skin; and 
in all the same symptoms resulted. In a 
few days, shivering, loss of appetite, and 
fever with remissions set in. The-cut, at 
first quite insignificant, soon assumed a bad 
aspect, and eventually became gangrenous, 
the limb itself being adematous. The 
most remarkable circumstance was that 
the mouth became covered with muguet, 
which modern researches have shown to be 
@ cryptogamous production, and which has, 
indeed, been termed by M. Gubler. the 
oidium of the mouth. M. Collin has insti- 
tuted some experiments by the inoculation 
of animals: with otdium, the » results of 
which will be communicated.— Med. Times 
§ Gaz., April 23, 1864. 


Protracted Sleep.—A curious case of this 
was observed at the Odessa Hospital. A 
woman applied for admission, stating that 
she perceived the approach of a periodical 
sleep which usually continued a long time. 
Soon after her admission she fell asleep, 
and continued to sleep for six days without 
waking. During this period she took no 
nourishment, was unable to swallow, and 
remained unconscious, scarcely giving any 
signs of life. She was pricked, strong 
spirits applied to her nose, and was tickled, 
without any effect. On the ninth day of 
this sleep cold douches were resorted to. 
This had a temporary effect; the patient 
arousing for an instant, and’ signifying by 
signs, for she could not speak, her wish to 
be let alone. After this. she slept seven 
days. The affection occurs afier a fright. 
—Revue de Thérap. Méd. Chirurg., April 
1, 1864. 
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Hydrophobia:—A mad wolf entered, on 
the night of the 27th Jan. 1864, Ewange- 
liezenvic, and bit'63. persons, Of these; 
39 died of hydrophobia, ‘Four men and: 
eight women bitten-escaped the disease. Of | 
seven women who were ‘nursing at the time, 
four died and three were cured. The 
children of these last, as well as the children 
of those who died, although taking the’ 
breast, were not affected: Of two pregnant 
women bitten, one was cured, the other was 
delivered two days before the symptoms of 
hydrophobia appeared; the child of, the 
latter was intrusted to a nurse and still 
lives. 

The remedies employed for the disease 
produced:no effect upon it, and it is'impos- 
sible to say to what the twenty-one of these 
unfortunate persons who escaped owed their 
safety, as all were treated alike.—Jbid, 


Four Chil at a Birth.—Dr. Simpson 
delivered M. +. Kennably, on the 22d March, 
of four fine female infants, who, with the 
mother, is doing well. Mrs..K. is in her 
24th year.—Brit. Med, qn. April 2, 
1864. 


Ovariotomy in Melbourne, Australia.—It 
is stated, inthe No. of the Australian Med. 
and Surg. Journ. for Dec. last, that of three 
cases of this operation (not to mention the 
celebrated phantom tumour), “‘all, including 
the phantgm tumour, have proved fatal,” 


Jacksonian Prize.—The council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons has just awarded 
the above prize to Dr. More. Mackenzie . 
for ‘his essay on the ‘‘ Pathology and Treat- 
ment of Diseases of the Larynx.’’ 

The Colouring Matter of the Bile.—In'a 
communication lately made to the Royal 
Society, Professor Stokes, of Cambridge; 
has shown that the colouring matter of the 
bile, which. bas been named biliverdin, is 
not, as was supposed by Berzelius, identi- 
cal with chlorophyll. The optico-chemical 
tests, unknown, of course, to that great 
chemist, indicate marked differences be- 
tween the two substances.—Lancet, April 
2, 1864. 





Hopar’s Ozsrerrtcs—The Principles‘and Practice of Obstetrics by Prof. 
Hodge is now ready, in one large quarto volume of 550 pages, with thirty-two 


plates and numerous woodcuts. 





